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A Study on the Growth Pattern of Core Scholars in the Chinese
Humanities Field Based on Trajectory Cluster Analysis
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Abstract: [Purpose/Significance] Clarifying the growth pattern of core scholars in the Chinese humanities is
conducive to providing practical references for the formulation or adjustment of Chinese policies on cultivating and
rewarding talents in this field, and promoting the construction of Chinese new liberal arts from the perspective of
talent development. [Method/Process] In order to excavate the potentially common growth patterns of core scholars
in the Chinese humanities, this study constructed a record of the temporal changes in their research productivity,
academic influence, and comprehensive competence from a retrospective perspective, and demonstrated their
generalized academic growth patterns in three aspects through Dynamic Time Warping and trajectory clustering
algorithms. [Results/Conclusion] The results indicate that the growth patterns of research productivity among core
scholars in Chinese humanities field are diverse. The academic influence and comprehensive capabilities of core
scholars in philosophy and literature tend to develop in the later stages, but the discipline of history tends to
concentrate in the early stages. The growth of academic capabilities in these three aspects typically shows a
synchronicity effect. The phased characteristics, disciplinary differences, and combination rules of scholars’ growth
patterns provide guidance for the formulation of evaluation methods, evaluation cycles, and evaluation mechanisms
for talents in this field.
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